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The past 12 months have once again been exciting for the
Club. The Olympics always add a little spice to the
swimming calendar with the trials being the most significant
event in a swimmers 4 year cycle. 2008 was no exception.
11 members of North Shore Swimming were selected for
the greatest show on earth that starts on August 8". Credit
must be given to hard work and the hard yards that have
gone into this achievement by both swimmers and coaches.
The successful athletes are : Corney Swanepoel

Glenn Synder

Liz Coster

Helen Norfolk

Moss Burmester

Melissa Ingram

Cameron Gibson

Lauren Boyle

William Benson

Hayley Palmer

Dean Kent
And we all wish them well in their Olympic adventure.
Jan Cameron’ and her tireless energy must be
congratulated along with Thomas Ansorg and Scott Talbot

For as many swimmers that made the team, there are even
more who just missed the opportunity to swim in Beijing.
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The next major swim meet that we must now focus on is the
2010 Commonwealth Games. We have a huge pool of
talent within the organisation and my personal goal is for
the club to place 6 swimmers on this team who didn’t reach
the 2008 Olympics.. This, of course, will take a mammoth
effort from the whole club. But as the man said, ‘If not you,
who?’

| have been at the club for 13 weeks and must report that |
found it in sound functioning form. Certainly, there are some
areas that need our focus but in general things are running
as well, if not better, than nearly all British clubs.
Appreciation must go to both Phil Mitchell and Toni Bayliffe
who have had a difficult time over the past few months
keeping things together. | started negotiating with the club
nearly 12 months ago and didn’t arrive until early April!
Things couldn’t have been easy.

| have been reluctant to make wholesale changes too
quickly but as already mentioned, there will be areas that
will see some modifications. Over the past 3 months | have
focussed on three areas. The first has been to improve
communications between the club and parents but at the
same time try and ‘grow’ the knowledge of swimming within
the whole club. The second area of focus has been to ‘up
skill’ the quality and knowledge of our coaches. This is an
area that cannot be achieved overnight but | feel things are
certainly improving. The last significant area that | have
spent considerable amounts of time is trying to improve the
expectations and confidence of swimmers. Ours is a tough
sport and only hard work will bring success. Unfortunately,
there are no short cuts. Swimmers and parents are
beginning to understand this aspect of our sport. It will not
take much more effort from us all to double the number of
New Zealand Age Group and Senior Champions. Already
thigs are working, in the past few months we have achieved
one senior New Zealand record, one New Zealand Age
Group record and eight Auckland Relay records.

| have enclosed a copy of the years major results.
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There are number of people that | must take this opportunity
to personally thank. Phil Mitchell has become a great friend
and few people in the club will be aware of the time and
effort that he put into getting me to come to New Zealand.
Thanks must go also to the Board for their patience. Thirdly,
| couldn’t have impacted on the club without the support
and guidance of Toni Bayliffe. The coaches have been
ready to try new ideas and | thank them for putting up with
my constant badgering and ‘near enough is not good
enough’ attitude. Anthony continues to be referred to
biblically whilst leading the Junior section of the club. Chris
has recently moved on as head coach to the Age
programme and Gary gives his time freely with the Youth
group whilst holding down a full time job in education. Tom
continues to work wonders with the Development section.
Scott has shown that he can make the transition from
swimmer to coach. Lastly to swimmers and parents. The
formula is simple. The more you put in, the better you will
become. It takes team work. Mum and Dad are a vital part
of the team.

The next few years can be exciting for North Shore. My
personal ambition is to see the club as an internationally
renown organisation that has reputation for producing
quality swimmers whilst continuing to honour its obligation
to the local community.
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